WYOMING GOVERNOR’S BIG GAME LICENSE COALITION (WGBGLC)

AND WILDLIFE HERITAGE FOUNDATION OF WYOMING (WHFW)

BEGINS EIGHTH YEAR - 2010
HISTORY OF WGBGLC: In 2003, Wyoming Governor Dave Freudenthal made history by dedicating all proceeds from his 20 complimentary big game licenses directly to the conservation of Wyoming’s wildlife, one of our most precious and renewable natural resources. 

A group of Wyoming wildlife conservation organizations, known as the Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coalition (WGBGLC), in partnership with the Wildlife Heritage Foundation of Wyoming (Administrator for the WGBGLC), was formed.  The WGBGLC was charged with responsibility for ethically and openly marketing these 20 licenses, and for prioritizing on-the-ground project expenditures to benefit wildlife, habitat, research, and conservation education. WGBGLC funds are disbursed through five accounts: Bighorn Sheep, Moose, Elk, Deer, and All Wildlife. 

The above-referenced action by Governor Freudenthal has been highly publicized.  It has earned the respect of the national and local conservation community, and Wyoming’s public-at-large. In its seven years of existence, the WGBGLC has generated over $2.7 million dollars, of which over $2.2 million has already gone to on-the-ground projects to benefit wildlife and its habitat.  The dollars generated by the Governor’s licenses have benefited bats to moose, bighorn sheep to common loons, and the numerous other species that share their habitats.  A list of projects can be found on the Internet at www.whfw.org/WGBGLC  

Primary Sellers Under Current WGBGLC MOU: The primary license selling entities are four species-specific organizations that are apolitical in nature and, while focusing on a particular species, they also clearly recognize the interdependence of all wildlife and its habitats. Their mission statements follow: 

1)  Bighorn Sheep – Wyoming Chapter, Foundation for North American Wild Sheep: 

“Promote and enhance increasing populations of indigenous wild sheep, to safeguard against their decline or extinction, and to fund programs for professional management of these populations.” 
2)  Moose – North American Moose Foundation: “Promote the species; educate the public; conserve habitat; promote hunting and viewing moose”

3)  Elk – Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation: “Ensure the future of elk, other wildlife, and their habitat.” 

4)  Deer – Mule Deer Foundation: “Ensure the conservation of mule deer, blacktail deer, and their habitats.” 

All Wildlife (and WGBGLC Administrator) – Wildlife Heritage Foundation of Wyoming: 

“Create an enduring natural legacy for future generations through stewardship of all Wyoming’s wildlife.” 

2010 LICENSES:  The 2010 license sellers, locations, and contact information can be found on the Internet at www.whfw.org/WGBGLC    

Ethical Sale and Distribution of licenses:  The sales of Wyoming Governor’s licenses via public auction or raffle have been visibly and ethically managed from inception of the WGBGLC. To date, since the WGBGLC and WHFW, as Administrator, have existed, a very carefully crafted MOU with Governor Freudenthal has been strictly adhered to.     

APPLYING FOR GRANTS FROM THE WGBGLC: The WGBGLC project solicitation and selection processes are clearly identified; grant request forms can be found at https://www.whfw.org/WGBGLC 
The application period is open from January 1 through February 1.  Please direct all inquiries to: Melodee.Marienthal@wgf.state.wy.us , or 307-777-4529.

Please share this information with other interested individuals and organizations.  We look forward to another positive year with the Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coalition, and we thank Governor Dave Freudenthal for his generous support and for his commitment to the conservation of Wyoming’s wildlife resources.
